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SUPPLEMENTAL INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 



Under 37 C.F.R. §§ 1.56 and 1.97(b) Applicants 
disclose to the Examiner the documents listed on the 
attached IDC form PTO-1449; a copy of each document is 
enclosed. Applicants respectfully ask the Examiner to 
consider each document and note that consideration where 
provided on the IDC. For the non-English documents, 
Applicants have cited to an English-language equivalent or 
provided a translation of the document into English. 

This Statement does not represent that a search was 
made or that no better art exists and does not constitute 
an admission that the listed documents are material or 
constitute prior art. Therefore Applicants reserve the 
right to present to the Examiner the relevant facts and law 
regarding the status of each listed document. Applicants 
further reserve the right to take appropriate action to 
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establish patentability of the claimed invention over the 
listed documents, should any be applied against the claims. 

This statement is being filed along with the RCE, and 
therefore no fee for submitting this Supplemental 



Commissioner is hereby authorized to charge Deposit Account 
No. 01-1250 if any fee under 37 C.F.R. § 1.17(p) is needed 
to have this statement entered and the references 
considered by the Patent and Trademark Office. 
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09/856,075 


Filing Date 


May 17. 2001 


First Named Inventor 


Werner Kuenzel 


Art Unit 


3728 


Examiner Name 


David Fidei 


Sheet 1 of 
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Attorney Docket Number 
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U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS 


Examiner 
Initials* 


Cite 
No.' 


Document Number 


Publication Date 
MM-DD-YYYY 


Name of Patentee or 
Applicant of Cited Document 


Pages, Columns, Lines, Where 
Relevant Passages or Relevant 
Figures Appear 


Number - Kind Code^ {if known) 






US-1, 905,027 


4/25/33 


H. Amatel 








US-2, 194,451 


3/19/40 


L. D. Soubier 








US-2.284,171 


5/26/42 


S. J. Silberman 








US-2.577,765 


12/11/51 


H. L Irmscher 








US-3, 130,058 


4/21/64 


J. G. Johnson 








US-3,199,671 


8/10/65 


R. E. Davy 








US-3,367,489 


2/6/68 


W. S. Schneider et al. 






US-3.628,656 


12/21/71 


Knuchel 






US-5.044,143 


9/3/91 


Ako et al. 



FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS 


Examiner 
Initials* 


Cite 
No.' 


Foreign Patent Document 

Country Code'-Number* - Kind 
Code^(if known) 


Publication Date 
MM-DD-YYYY 


Country 


Pages, Columns, 
Lines, Where 
Relevant Passages 
or Relevant Figures 
Appear 








FR81 18363 


3/25/83 


France 




X 






WO 92/20593 


11/26/92 


PCT 










DE 296 06 Oil U1 


6/5/96 


Rom well 
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OTHER PRIOR ART - NON PATENT LITERATURE DOCUMENTS 


Examiner 
Initials* 


Cite 
No.' 


Include name of the author {in CAPITAL LETTERS), title of the article (when appropriate), title of the 
Item (book, magazine, journal, serial, symposium, catalog, etc.), date page(s), volume-issue 
Number(s), publisher, city and/or country where published. 
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Examiner 




Date 
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*EXAMINER: Initial If reference considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP 609. Draw line through citation if not in conformance and 
not considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant. 

'Applicant's unique citation designation number (optional). ^See Kinds Codes of USPTO Patent Documents at www.usoto.aov or MPEP 901.04. 'Enter 
Office that issued the document, by the two-letter code (WlPO Standard ST.3). ^For Japanese patent documents, the Indication of the year of the reign of the 
Emperor must precede the serial number of the patent document. Vind of document by the appropriate symbols as indicated on the document under WlPO 
Standard ST. 16 if possible. ^Applicant is to place a check mark here if English Language Translation is attached. 

Burden Hour Statement: This form Is estimated to take 2.0 hours to complete. Time will vary depending upon the needs of the individual case. Any 
comments on the amount of time you are required to complete this form should be sent to the Chief Information Officer, U.S. Patent and Trademark Office, 
Washington, DC 20231. DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS ADDRESS. SEND TO: Assistant Commissioner for Patents, 
Washington, DC 20231 . 



